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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-628
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: October 9, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCD
Date of Analysis: October 11, 2012
Type of Action: Approval of legal settlement agreement; authorization of fund expenditure; authorization of General Counsel legal activities
Bill Summary: The bill approves a legal settlement in the case of Daniel and Jacquelyn Blanchard, Lynn Wright and Leonard and Lisa Zimmer v. Honorable Jim Overton, Property Appraiser regarding the annotation of property records by the Property Appraiser’s Office of various properties in Springfield and other neighborhoods where the City formerly had incinerators relating to the possible presence of contaminated incinerator ash.  The bill appropriates $90,000 from the General Counsel’s FY11-12 judgments, claims and losses account as a settlement payment to the plaintiffs and authorizes carry-over of the funds to FY12-13.  The bill also authorizes the Mayor to execute the settlement agreement and authorizes the General Counsel’s Office to undertake such other actions as are necessary to successfully conclude and carry out the settlement agreement.
Background Information: A 2008 ash site consent decree by the courts in the case of US EPA v. City of Jacksonville required the Property Appraiser to place a notice in the public property records warning of the potential presence of hazardous substances on properties where incinerator ash was dumped decades ago.  The plaintiffs in this case sued the Property Appraiser over the placement of such notices in the records of their properties, alleging that the Property Appraiser placed the notices before City Council had passed an ordinance directing him to do so and alleging that their properties were outside of the boundaries of identified ash contamination areas and therefore should not have been so marked.  This bill settles the litigation by paying a $90,000 settlement to the plaintiffs in return for dismissal of the lawsuit.
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement
Fiscal Impact: The bill authorizes payment of $90,000 from the General Counsel’s FY11-12 judgments, claims and losses account, with carry-over authorized to FY12-13.
Analyst: Clements
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